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GIORGIO MARCUZZI (*) 


DESCRIPTION OF SOME NEW NEOTROPICAL 
TENEBRIONIDAE 


(COLEOPTERA, HETEROMERA) 


This paper is devoted to the description of some new species of 
Tenebrionidae coming from the Neotropical region. All the typical 
materials, apart from Diastolinus realinoi (in Amsterdam Museum), 
belong to the Museo Civico di Storia Naturale “G. Doria” in Genoa, 
in which also my private collection of Tenebrionidae is now totally 
stored. 


Rhypasma esterense n. sp. 


Length: 5 mm. Relatively small, nitid, without whitish incru- 
station on the dorsal surface, third antennal article longer than II and 
IV; sides of body rather parallel. 


Antennae thin; head rather small, dull; clypeus separated from the 
forehead by a small groove; eyes small, corresponding to the maximum 
width of head. 


Pronotum much longer than wide, gradually dilated from base to 
apex; sides only scarcely rounded, anterior angles acute and promi- 
nent, apex very deeply excavated, arcuate as in no other species of 
Rhypasma; posterior angles only a little acute, the sides being a little 
sinuate before them. Surface smooth, dull, very little convex in the 
perlateral sense. Margin of prothorax crenulate. 

Elytra narrow, not wider than pronotum, perfectly parallel sides, 
regularly narrowed before the apex. Elytra scarcely convex in perla- 
teral sense as the pronotum, furnished with some ribs rather thin, 
slightly nitid, not very elevated, alternating to striae densely and regu- 
larly punctate. 


(*) Department of Biology, University of Padova, Via Ugo Bassi 58/B, 35131 Padova 
(Italy). 
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All the ventral surface (included the femurs) with close and strong 
granular punctuation. Femurs strongly dilated on the whole length. 
Intercoxal process of prosternum broad, posteriorly dilated and roun- 
ded at the tip; mesosternum very short, metasternum long, with a 
small triangular fovea medially near the apex. Urosterna with a punc- 
tuation present on all ventral surface. The spaces among the punctures 
shagrineed, though subnitid. Metacoxae very distant, so that the first 
urosternum does not show an intercoxal process as in most Tenebrio- 
nids. 


Locus classicus: Argentina, Chaco de Santiago del Estero, 
La Palisa, along Rio Salado, 1903, leg. F R. Wagner, 1 spec. (probably 
2), holotype. 


Rhypasma spegazzinii n. sp. 


Length: 5-5,5 mm. Middle size, third antennal article longer 
than II or IV, antennae rather thick; dorsal surface covered with whi- 
tish incrustation, dull. 


Head rather large, clypeus well separated from forehead by a 
groove; genae uprisen, prominent as the eyes. Surface dull, furnished 
with a scattered scarce punctuation. 


Pronotum scarcely longer than wide, gently dilated from base to 
apex, sides straight, anterior angles acute and prominent, posterior 
angles rectangular. Surface with few minute punctures, scattered at the 
sides. 


Elytra scarcely wider than pronotum, with parallel sides, suddenly 
narrowed before the apex. Each elytron is furnished with four thin ribs 
very regular, surface dull, with few small punctures scattered among 
the ribs. 


Ventral surface closely covered with a strong asperate punctuation, 
spaces between punctures smooth and dull. Intercoxal process of pro- 
sternum rather wide, slightly dilated and rounded at the tip. Meso- and 
metasternum normally developed. Metacoxae not very distant, first 
urosternum slightly produced in an intercoxal lamina, a little rounded 
at its extremity. Femurs thickened, tibiae short and rather thick, the 
punctures of femurs provided with a short golden seta. 


Locus classicus: Argentina, La Plata, 1904, leg. C. Spegaz- 
zini, 6 spec. (1 holotype and 5 paratypes). 
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The new species, dedicated to its collector, the Italian botanist 
Carlo Spegazzini, differs from R. quadricolle Marcuzzi because of the 
slight ribs of elytra less evident and the more convex elytra; differs 
from R. costicolle Marcuzzi because of greater size, lower and thinner 
elytral ribs and pronotum more trapezoidal, with pronounced angles. 


Cardigenius poggii n. sp. 


Length:11 mm. Middle size, ovate, elytra with two almost 
parallel ribs, pronotum scarcely wider than the elytra (6) or as wide as 
the elytra (2), dull black, here included mandibles and antennae. 


Head very transverse, short; clypeus well separated from forehead 
by an evident incisure, genae prominent, a little uprisen, eyes a little 
more prominent than the genae, rounded. Clypeus anteriorly truncate, 
all the upper surface punctured; the punctures of forehead much closer 
than those of the clypeus. 


Pronotum at the sides regularly rounded, only a little more narrow 
at the apex than at the base, so that anterior angles are prominent 
and almost acute. hind angle rectangular. Apex deeply sinuate, basis 
almost straight. All the surface is closely punctured, the punctuation is 
somewhat asperate, especially on the disc and towards the sides, ten- 
ding a little to confluence, especially in the 6. In this sex the spaces 
between punctures are nitid, in the female quite dull. Sides margined 
in the gd, a little expanded and arisen. Pronotum convex in perlateral 
sense, almost flattened in the cranio-caudal sense. 


Elytra rather elongate, in 2 sides almost parallel on most of their 
length, almost flattened in the @, a little convex in the 4, in both sexes 
regularly declivous towards the extremity. Elytra perfectly smooth and 
dull, furnished with two narrow ribs reduced only a little before the 
extremity. The II rib is reduced at the extremity a little before the I 
or interior. The space between the ribs, between the I and the sutura 
and between the II and the margin is of the same width. False epi- 
pleurae (reflected part of elytra) very broad, dull, and sparsely punc- 
tured. Epipleurae very narrow, ventral surface rather dull and closely 
punctured in the thoracic part, nitid and a less closely punctured in 
the abdominal part (urosterna). 

Prosternum convex in the middle, continuous with the intercoxal 
process, very broad and not pointed at the tip. Meso-and metasternum 
very short, dull, rather closely punctured. Urosterna shining, scarcely 
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punctured, the I urosternum prolonged in a large lamina between the 
two metacoxae, densely punctured, the punctures tending to an aspe- 
rate form. 


Legs punctured on most of their surface, shining on their ventral 
surface, furnished with a very dense, long and extremely characteristic 
golden-yellowish pubescence on the flexorial surface of middle and 
hind tibiae. Under surface of tarsi furnished with a greyish-golden 
pubescence. All tibiae are furnished at their extremity with two very 
strong though short spines. 


Locus classicus: Argentina, Santa Cruz, I.1882, Sped. Ant. 
Ital. [Spedizione Antartica Italiana], 1 6 holotype and 2 paratypes (d 
an doo. 


The new species is named after Dr. Roberto Poggi, Director of 
Genoa Civic Natural History Museum. 


Diastolinus re alinoi n. sp. 


Length: 12 mm. Very large, entirely black, here included the 
last articles of antennae with exception for the thick, dense, reddish- 
golden pubescence of the ventral surface of tarsi. Dorsally dull, ventral 
surface from mentum to last urosterna nitid. Dorsally rather flattened, 
particularly the elytra. 


Head large, clypeus scarcely separated from forehead, anteriorly 
deeply incavated, genae continuous regularly with the clypeus, roun- 
ded, only scarcely emerging relatively to clypeus, including the outer 
margin of eyes, large and transverse. Temples gently narrowed towards 
the neck. Dorsal surface smooth; antennae relatively thick and short, 
not reaching the basis of pronotum and not dilated at their extremity 
as in most species of this genus. 


Pronotum very characteristic, narrowing from basis to apex, the 
latter much narrower than the basis; sides slightly sinuated before 
the posterior angles, then gently rounded towards the anterior angles; 
posterior angles acute and prominent as in no other species of the 
genus, anterior angles acute and prominent, so that the apex is deeply 
incavated, basis deeply bisinuate as in no other species of the genus. 
Surface a little convex on the disc, then brusquely declivous towards 
the sides; surface perfectly smooth; sides margined, basis very nar- 
rowly margined. 


DESCRIPTION OF SOME NEW NEOTROPICAL TENEBRIONIDAE 399 


Elytra ovate-elongated; sides almost parallel in the basal 2/3, then 
gently narrowed towards the apex. Rather flatten (compared with pro- 
notum), furnished with regular, rather deep striae, especially towards 
the sides, extended from basis to extremity. Striae furnished with a 
very close punctuation; punctures small on the disc, greater and a little 
coarse towards the sides; interstriae unpunctuated. 


Ventral surface shining, rather smooth on head and thorax, punc- 
tured on ventral surface, femurs and urosterna. The latter are furnished 
with a punctuation only at the sides, smooth medially. Intercoxal pro- 
cess of prosternum very wide, flatten, smooth, rounded at the tip, this 
posteriorly is brusquely declivous. Meso- and metasternum extremely 
short, first urosternum provided with a wide lamina situated between 
the metacoxae, cranially not pointed, different from what we find in 
most species of the genus. Legs short and thick, tibiae slightly bent 
(6), protarsi and mesotarsi very wide, more than in most species of 
Diastolinus (the unique specimen, a <4, is slightly anomalous showing, 
at right, tarsi apparently of female sex: the difference in not very rare 
in beetles, in which a difference in the number of X chromosomes can 
be present in some part of the body). Under surface of tarsi furnished 
with a peculiar dense, rather long, golden pubescence, rather exceptio- 
nal in genus Diastolinus. 


Locus classicus: Venezuela, Curacao (erroneous locality), 
Fr. Realino, 1934, 1 ¢ holotype (Museum of Natural History of 
Amsterdam). 


The present new species, dedicated to its collector, belongs with 
no doubt to the subgen. Diastolinus, whereas in Curaçao Diastolinus 
is represented only by the subgenus Goajiria, with the species D. 
curtus Muls. et Rey. Since Curacao in 1934 was united by traffics and 
trades with the Greater Antilles, especially with the Dutch colonies 
(St. Martin, Saba, etc.), it is possible that this specimen has been tran- 
sported from Cuba by ship to the Dutch Leeward Islands (Curaçao, 
Aruba or Bonaire): we may mention a book on Dutch West Indies that 
Fray Realino published in Curacao in 1938. 


The new species could belong theoretically to a new genus, in view 
of the size: we may mention that the largest known species of the 
genus Diastolinus is D. elongatus, 9 mm. long (from Cuba), on which 
MARCUZZI (1976: p.126) wrote: “theoretically it could represent a new 
endemic genus but further research is needed to establish this with cer- 
tainty”. It must be remembered that D. elongatus Marcuzzi has been 
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redescribed in 1977 on one specimen found in Puerto Rico, so that 
this element is extended from Cuba to Puerto Rico, distant 750 km. 
Diastolinus realinoi should be limited to Cuba, from where 16 ende- 
mic species of Diastolinus are known, only one of which (elongatus) is 
present also on Puerto Rico; we could consider Cuba as the centre of 
diffusion of the genus. 


Scotobius armentarioides n. sp. 


Length: 11 mm. Small size, oval, pronotum almost as wide as 
the elytra, with the sides perfectly rounded. Elytra narrowed near the 
basis, then almost parallel and regularly narrowed towards the extre- 
mity, very scarcely pointed. 

Head longer than wide, clypeus practically as long as the forehead, 
from which it is separated by a straight groove, not reaching the mar- 
gins. Clypeus perfectly trapezoidal, continuous with the genae; these 
reach regularly the eyes, emerging only a little more than the genae. 
Eyes small; clypeus truncate. Punctuation very coarse, much closer on 
the clypeus and on the anterior part of the forehead, scarcer towards 
the vertex. 


Pronotum very transverse, maximum width at the middle, sides 
regularly rounded, straight near the anterior and the posterior angles, 
both perfectly obtuse. At the sides the pronotum is a little uprisen, 
dilated particularly in correspondence to the maximum width, gra- 
dually narrowed towards the angles. Punctuation scattered and scarce 
on the disc, closer particularly on the sides, a little looser at the apex 
and at the basis. Convex more in cranio-caudal sense than in the per- 
lateral one. Basis of pronotum narrower than the basis of the elytra. 


Elytra a little oval, gently narrowed towards the basis, much evi- 
dently narrowed towards the extremity, very convex, at the extremity 
almost truncate as 1n no other species of Scotobius. Striae well incised, 
closely punctured; the punctures transverse, subcrenate, are practi- 
cally contiguous; interstriae convex, more evidently towards the sides, 
rather closely and minutely punctured. Legs short and thick, reddish 
ferrugineous, shining; femurs ventrally depressed, tibiae provided with 
strong and very characteristic thorns. In this feature the new species is 
similar to S. ovalis Guérin. 


Ventral surface closely and rather strongly punctured, shining (as 
the ventral surface of legs); the punctures of the urosterna constantly 
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forming some longitudinal striolae. Intercoxal process of prosternum 
rather small, slightly dilated towards the extremity, where it is bru- 
squely declivous. Meso- and metasternum very short, first urosternum 
extended as a wide lamina, strongly striolate, between the metacoxae. 


Locus classicus: Argentina, Viedma, Carmen de Patagones, 
(latitude 41° South, on Rio Negro, near the sea), VIII.1882, Sped. 
Ant. Ital. [Spedizione Antartica Italiana], 1 2 holotype. 


We must note that the locality has nothing to do with the real 
Patagonia and that S. armentarioides nov. sp. is the southernmost spe- 


cies of Scotobius, after S. aRidiordes Waterh., present at Santa Cruz, at 
a latitude of 50° South (1000 km South). 


The new species is very similar to S. armentarius Lacord., but 
elytra convex, with slight punctures, strong also near the suture and 
interstriae convex all over the surface; geographically it is nearer to 
S. ovalis Guérin and should enter in KULZER’s dichotomic key (1955: 
454) between armentarius and ovalis. 


Scotobius spegazzinii n. sp. 


Length:13 mm. Middle size, very flat, dull, black. 


Head rather large, longer than wide, clypeus small, anteriorly a 
little prominent, arcuate, scarcely separated from the forehead -longer 
than the clypeus- by a semicircular scissure very thin, an unusual fea- 
ture in the genus Scotobius. Genae rather straight, prolonged towards 
the base to form an unique line with the temples, eyes very small, 
not prominent. Both clypeus and forehead covered with an extremely 
minute and close punctuation, the punctures tending to be asperate 
towards the vertex. 


Pronotum widest at the posterior 2/3, anteriorly rather straight up 
to the anterior angles, obtuse though a little prominent; apex slightly 
concave, margined at the sides. The base margined distinctly at the 
sides but not medially. Sides gently rounded up to the posterior angles, 
also rounded though distinctly margined. Pronotum flat, covered with 
an extremely minute and close punctuation, similar to that of the head, 
though a little stronger, particularly towards the base, where it is some- 
what tending to confluence (for S. punctatus Escher, KULZER writes 
“gerunzelt”). 


Basis of elytra strongly margined, more than that of pronotum, up 
to the extremity, which however is not prominent, so that we cannot 
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indicate the presence of true “humeri”. The margin apparently is con- 
tinuous with that one of the reflected part of elytra, very much wide 
and extended well towards the apex, so to form a kind of “false epi- 
pleura”. Elytra flat, ovate, gently narrowed towards the apex after the 
half; the extremity (9) is not pointed. Each elytron is furnished (besi- 
des the suture) of four ribs, included the marginal one, not visible from 
above, besides a thinner rib, situated between the II and the III, rea- 
ching neither the basis nor the extremity of the elytron. No rib reaches 
the extremity of the elytra. Whereas all ribs and suture are shining, the 
intervals are dull, covered with an extremely dense and minute punc- 
tuation similar to that one covering head and pronotum, probably as in 
S. punctatus Esch. (KULZER 1955: 429), but more minute. Epipleurae 
very shining, very wide at the base, then brusquely narrowed towards 
the extremity of the elytra, where they are still visible. 


Ventral surface a little nitid, smooth; intercoxal process of pro- 
sternum rather wide, then a little narrowed towards the tip, which 
posteriorly is brusquely truncate. Propleurites (or reflected parts of 
pronotum) very broad, densely and minutely punctured, the punctu- 
res united to form a kind of longitudinal striolae. Mesosternum very 
short, metasternum rather long. closely punctured at the sides, smooth 
in the middle. First urosternum prolonged in a wide lamina inside the 
metacoxae. Urosterna nitid, the first three closely and minutely pun- 
ctured, the last two practically smooth. Ventral surface of legs nitid, 
that of femurs smooth towards the base, densely punctured towards 
the extremity. 


Locus classicus: Argentina, La Plata, 1914, leg. C. Spegaz- 
zini, 1 holotype. 


The geographical position of this new species does not allow us 
to consider it akin to the group of S. punctatus Esch.- bullatus Curt., 
limited to Southern Chile from Santiago to Concepcion and Valdivia, 
opposite to La Plata and separated from it by the Andes. 


Cyrtosoma poggii n. sp. 


Length:15mm. Large, entirely black, nitid, very convex (espe- 
cially elytra), a little similar to C. denticolle Chevrolat. 

Head very transverse, short, broader more anteriorly than poste- 
riorly, clypeus very reduced, anteriorly subtruncate, separated by a 
shallow incisure both from forehead and genae. The latter prominent, 
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rounded, slightly uprisen, corresponding to the maximum width of 
the head, posteriorly touching the eyes. These are not prominent as 
the genae, rather large and a little rounded, posteriorly followed by the 
neck, short. All surface smooth; antennae well developed, similar to 
those of C. denticolle, but with VII-XI articles more dilated than in 
the latter, club-like. 


Pronotum extremely transverse, subtrapezoidal, wider anteriorly 
than posteriorly; anterior angles prominent as a tooth, apex slightly 
bisinuate, margined; sides narrowing towards the posterior angles but 
interrupted by a triangular eminence, emerging more or less as the 
tooth of anterior angles. Posterior angles rectangular, well incised; 
sides posteriorly margined as the basis of pronotum which is a little 
bisinuate; surface of pronotum perfectly smooth, in profile continuous 
with that one of the head, convex on the disk buy only in perlateral 
sense, thence a little flattened towards the sides. 


Elytra ovate, strongly convex (a little more than in C. denticolle) 
both in perlateral and in cranio-caudal sense, posteriorly incised bru- 
squely up to the extremity, which is not particularly pointed. Striae 
well incised from basis up to extremity, only the innermost confluent 
posteriorly (IV+V, III+VI). A very minute punctuation is visible 
between the striae, especially in the anterior part of the elytra, but only 
with a particular incidence of light. Interstriae almost unpunctuated, 
nitid. 

Ventral surface nitid and rather smooth; mentum extremely redu- 
ced, not concealing the mouth parts. Gula normally developed, smooth; 
intercoxal process of prosternum rather small, lanceolate, a little pro- 
longed in point, in profile brusquely interrupted. Meso- and meta- 
sternum short, metasternum in the middle somewhat uprisen, not 
dissimilar from that one of C. denticolle. Intercoxal process of first 
urosternum laminar, well developed in a subacute point, extended 
between the metacoxae, rather distant one from another. The lamina 
is nitid and smooth, furnished with a few punctures at the apex. Uro- 
sterna shining, medially perfectly smooth, laterally furnished with a 
punctuation tending to confluence, so to constitute some striolae very 
shallow. Legs (9) rather slender, of normal length, shining and per- 
fectly smooth, glabrous, with exception for under surface of tarsi and 
extremity of tibiae (interior or flexorial side), covered with a dense yel- 
lowish golden, very short pubescence, so to form a kind of pads on the 
under surface of tarsi. This feature points to a probable arboricolous 
or at least planticolous habit of the insect, not rare in Cyrtosoma. 
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Liocus classes :Peru, Iquitos; Sinchicuy, 20.1.1983, leg. 
G. Dellacasa, 1 2 holotype. 


The new species, dedicated to the Director of Genoa Civic Natu- 
ral History Museum, Dr. Roberto Poggi, is only superficially similar 
to C. denticolle Chevr., which is different because of larger and longer 
head, larger eyes, shallow elytral striae and almost flattened inter- 
striae. 


Cyrtosoma perijense n. sp. 


Length: 9 mm. Recalling C. splendens Marcuzzi from Guyana 
because of elytra with alternate purple and green interstriae, as in 
some species of Epicalla, but entirely black. Head particularly small 
and transverse; middle size, recalling a little some palearctic Chryso- 
lina or Oreina, very convex and elongate. 


Head very small, short, perfectly smooth and shining, with a 
labrum well developed, yellow-brownish, furnished with a long, evi- 
dent, golden pubescence. Clypeus very short, transverse, much shorter 
than forehead, from which it is separated by a narrow incisure. Tem- 
ples well prominent, reaching the maximum width of the head, with 
rounded side up to the eyes. These are small and very distant one from 
another, almost concealed by the anterior margin of pronotum. Anten- 
nae well distinct.in.a basal, very thin part, and a distal one, dilated 
more than in most Cyrtosoma, with a kind of club formed by XI arti- 
cle, longer than wide, and VII-X articles, very transverse. 


Pronotum small, much narrower than elytra, transverse, perfectly 
smooth, sides gently bent from base to apex; base bisinuate, very nar- 
rowly margined; sides well margined, apex deeply excavated, much 
narrower than base and finely margined. Scutellum large, triangular 
and smooth. 


Elytra oblong ovate, with almost parallel sides, very convex, per- 
fectly smooth and shining, with regular rows of very minute punc- 
tures, separated one from another, with no trace of striae, and not 
reaching the extremity of elytra. Epipleurae smooth, narrowed regu- 
larly from base to apex. 


Pro- and mesosternum very short; intercoxal process of proster- 
num small, a little excavated, little produced posteriorly; intercoxal 
process of mesosternum relatively large excavated in cranial position, 
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truncate posteriorly, where it is in contact with the metasternum, a 
little :emerging between the mesocoxae. Metasternum quite smooth 
and shining, relatively long, incised so to receive the intercoxal process 
of the first urosternum, prominent, rounded and furnished with a very 
minute punctuation. All urosterna smooth and shining. Ventral surface 
of legs smooth and shining, under surface of tarsi furnished with a 
characteristic golden, very dense, spongy short pubescence, relatively 
common in the genus Cyrtosoma, possibly pointing to a planticolous if 
not arboricolous habit. 


Locus classicus: Venezuela (North-west, near the Colombian 
border), Zulia, Perijá, 21.IV.1962, leg. probably J. Jatencio (difficult to 
read), ex coll. La Salle, Caracas, 1 spec. holotype. 


Similar to C. splendens Marcuzzi, known from Guyana, brownish- 
black (instead of entirely black), with genae flat (in the new species 
elevated), sides of pronotum not regularly bent and furnished with 
two small angularities (MARCUZZI 1991, p. 243, fig. 8), pronotum pun- 
ctuate, elytral striae unpunctuated. The two species do not seem to be 
allied, apart any geographical consideration. 
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SUMMARY 


The following Neotropical species of Tenebrionidae (Coleoptera, Heteromera) 
are described as new: Rhypasma esterense (Santiago del Estero, Argentina), R. spegazzi- 
nii (La Plata, Argentina), Cardigenius poggii (Santa Cruz, Argentina), Diastolinus reali- 
noi (Cuba?), Scotobius armentarioides (Carmen de Patagones, Argentina), S. spegazzinii 
(La Plata, Argentina), Cyrtosoma poggii (Sinchicuy, Peru) and C. perijense (Perijà, 


Venezuela). 
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RIASSUNTO 


Descrizione di alcuni nuovi T'enebrionidi neotropicali (Coleoptera, Heteromera). 


Sono fornite le descrizioni delle seguenti specie nuove: Rhypasma esterense (San- 
tiago del Estero, Argentina), R. spegazzinii (La Plata, Argentina), Cardigenius poggii 
(Santa Cruz, Argentina), Diastolinus realinoi (Cuba?), Scotobius armentarioides (Carmen 
de Patagones, Argentina), S. spegazzinii (La Plata, Argentina), Cyrtosoma poggii (Sin- 
chicuy, Peru) e C. perijense (Perijà, Venezuela). 


